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Course Description
The AP English Literature and Composition course engages students in the careful reading and critical analysis of imaginative literature. Through the close reading of selected texts, students deepen their understanding of the ways writers use language to provide both meaning and pleasure for their readers. As they read, students consider a work’s structure, style, and themes as well as such smaller-scale elements as the use of figurative language, imagery, symbolism, and tone. Students practice and improve their formal writing skills with the goal of meeting college standards.  In small groups and as a whole class they brainstorm essay ideas, share drafts and give constructive advice on how to revise essays.  
Students will:
· Read widely and deeply.
· Read a variety of literature from the 16th to the 21st century.
· Gain an in-depth understanding of a few major literary works.

· Know literary elements and how to use them in the analysis of literature.
· Write personal responses to literature and analysis of literature.
· Collaborate on fostering a literary culture in and outside of the classroom.
Essential Outcomes
By the end of the course, the student will be able to:
1. Analyze the techniques an author uses to convey meaning in prose.
2. Analyze the techniques an author uses to convey meaning in poetry.
3. Analyze how an author uses literary elements to convey the overall meaning of a play or novel.
4. Research literary criticism on a major work and produce a research paper with detailed evidence to support a thesis.

INSTRUCTIONAL PHILOSOPHY
My instructional philosophy for this course is that every student will be challenged academically and creatively by the readings and assignments in order to develop their reading, writing, thinking and speaking skills.  I hold students accountable for completing homework on time and working with other students in class and out of class responsibly.  I also assume that students who are in need of assistance will assert themselves and see me after school or after class.  Finally, I expect that all students will show intellectual curiosity and a desire to learn from literature, the teacher and each other. 
Major Units

Trimester 1:  UNIT ONE Prose Analysis:  The Metamorphosis and The Catcher in the Rye as well as a variety of short stories; writing literary analysis papers
Trimester 2:  Prose Analysis continued: A Tale of Two Cities; writing literary analysis papers and in-class essays; UNIT TWO Poetry Analysis:  writing literary analysis in-class essays on poems and on Hamlet
Trimester 3:  UNIT THREE Beloved and prep for AP test; UNIT FOUR research paper using scholarship on a novel/play of choice.  
ASSESSMENT AND GRADING

Formative Assessments (20%):  Formative assessments are the essential practice to the understanding of learning targets.  Typically formative assessments are homework, in-class assignments and participation.  Formative assessments will give students and the teacher valuable information on what they have to work on in order to do well on the summative assessments.  
Summative Assessments (80%):  Summative assessments allow students to show the learning that they have mastered. Typically these assignments will be quizzes, tests, papers, projects and GRAD standards. 
Basic Expectations:
I expect that all assignments will be done on time, completely and to the best of your ability.  If work is turned in late, the most a student can get on the assignment is a C.  If the quality of the late work is less than C quality, he/she will receive a lower grade.  Assignments that do not meet expectations for an AP course will be revised in order to get credit.  Assignments that are turned in after the end of the unit will not be credited. 
If you were absent, it is your responsibility to make up and turn in any work that you missed. Check my website https://moodle.bloomington.k12.mn.us//course/view.php?id=306 to find out what the class did during the day you were absent.  There you should be able to download any handouts, or get them from the “box” the next day.  If you have questions about class work or lessons that you missed, you must make arrangements to meet with me before or after school.  
Retakes: 

Students will have the opportunity to retake/revise summative assessments under these conditions:
1. All formative work must be completed.

2. This retake/revision cannot be done during class time.

3. Timeline for the completion of the retake/revision needs to be by my discretion.
4. Students who have all formative work completed before the original summative assessment are eligible for an A (100%) on the retake/revision.   Students who do not have all formative work completed before the original summative assessment are eligible for a B- (80%) on the retake/revision.

5. Trimester final exams are ineligible for retake.  
OFFICE HOURS:  C227:  Monday, Tuesday, Friday from 2:37 to 3:30; Thursday from 2:30 to 3:30. 
You can also contact me by email.  My address is mrobinson@isd271.org
PARENT COMMUNICATION

I will be posting grades regularly on-line.  You can expect a new grade posting once a week.  Feel free to contact me at any time.  The best way to reach me is via email.  See above.  
--------------------------------------------CUT HERE ---------------------------------------------------------------------
To keep your parents or guardians informed, please have a parent or guardian read over this syllabus and sign below. 
​​​​​​​​​​
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AP English Literature and Composition
Introduction

The AP English Literature and Composition course is designed to engage students in the careful reading and critical analysis of imaginative literature. Through the close reading of selected texts, students can deepen their understanding of the ways writers use language to provide both meaning and pleasure for their readers. As they read, students should consider a work's structure, style, and themes, as well as such smaller-scale elements as the use of figurative language, imagery, symbolism, and tone.

Reading

The course should include intensive study of representative works from various genres and periods, concentrating on works of recognized literary merit. The works chosen should invite and gratify rereading.

Reading in an AP course should be both wide and deep. This reading necessarily builds upon the reading done in previous English courses. These courses should include the in-depth reading of texts drawn from multiple genres, periods, and cultures. In their AP course, students should also read works from several genres and periods -- from the sixteenth to the twenty-first century -- but, more importantly, they should get to know a few works well. They should read deliberately and thoroughly, taking time to understand a work's complexity, to absorb its richness of meaning, and to analyze how that meaning is embodied in literary form. In addition to considering a work's literary artistry, students should consider the social and historical values it reflects and embodies. Careful attention to both textual detail and historical context should provide a foundation for interpretation, whatever critical perspectives are brought to bear on the literary works studied.

Writing

Such close reading involves the experience of literature, the interpretation of literature, and the evaluation of literature. All these aspects of reading are important for an AP course in English Literature and Composition, and each corresponds to an approach to writing about literary works. Writing to understand a literary work may involve writing response and reaction papers along with annotation, freewriting, and keeping some form of a reading journal. Writing to explain a literary work involves analysis and interpretation, and may include writing brief focused analyses on aspects of language and structure. Writing to evaluate a literary work involves making and explaining judgments about its artistry and exploring its underlying social and cultural values through analysis, interpretation, and argument.

Writing should be an integral part of the AP English Literature and Composition course, for the AP Examination is weighted toward student writing about literature. Writing assignments should focus on the critical analysis of literature and should include expository, analytical, and argumentative essays. Although critical analysis should make up the bulk of student writing for the course, well-constructed creative writing assignments may help students see from the inside how literature is written. The goal of both types of writing assignments is to increase students' ability to explain clearly, cogently, even elegantly, what they understand about literary works and why they interpret them as they do.

Writing instruction should include attention to developing and organizing ideas in clear, coherent, and persuasive language; a study of the elements of style; and attention to precision and correctness as necessary. Throughout the course, emphasis should be placed on helping students develop stylistic maturity, which, for AP English, is characterized by the following:


Wide-ranging vocabulary used with accuracy 


A variety of sentence structures

A logical organization, enhanced by specific techniques of coherence such as repetition, transitions, and emphasis


A balance of generalization with specific illustrative detail

An effective use of rhetoric, including controlling tone, maintaining a consistent voice, and achieving emphasis 

It is important to distinguish among the different kinds of writing produced in an AP English Literature and Composition course. Any college-level course in which serious literature is read and studied should include numerous opportunities for students to write. Some of this writing should be informal and exploratory, allowing students to discover what they think in the process of writing about their reading. Some of the course writing should involve research, perhaps negotiating differing critical perspectives. Much writing should involve extended discourse in which students can develop an argument or present an analysis at length. In addition, some writing assignments should encourage students to write effectively under the time constraints they encounter on essay examinations in college courses in many disciplines, including English.
