English 10 World Literature
Mr. Robinson; 2019-20

Room:  227  Email:  mrobinson@isd271.org  Phone:  952-681-5143
Office Hours:  Monday, Tuesday and Friday:  2:37-3:30; Thursday: 2:30-3:30.  
Student Materials:

· Pencils, pens

· Folder for English class only

· Spiral notebook

· Tissue (any donations of tissue boxes to the class will be greatly appreciated)

Course Description & Essential Outcomes:

Students in English 10 World Literature study literature, composition, grammar, vocabulary, research, speaking, and listening. Students are exposed to a wide range of literature from around the world for the purpose of understanding other cultures, including their traditions, lifestyles, and governments. 

Students will increase their understanding of literature by refining interpretation skills.  Students read novels, short stories, poetry, and nonfiction.  Students prepare for the Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment in Reading where they demonstrate their ability to comprehend, analyze and evaluate fiction and non-fiction.

Formal essays and oral presentations are practiced.  Analytical skills are demonstrated through student response to literature.  Vocabulary development is continually reinforced.  Students participate in class discussions about the literature and make connections to their own lives. 

Instructional Philosophy:     

· I will foster a sense of community and belonging for students in my class.
· I will provide students the support they need to be successful learners.

· I will set high expectations.

· I will foster collaboration and critical inquiry in a student-centered learning environment.

· I will give timely and meaningful feedback on assessments to help students know what they need to do in order to reach learning goals.  

My Website: 
A calendar of classroom activities, homework assignments, major due dates and links to important classroom information will be updated on a daily basis and posted on my moodle page.  You many find this information at https://moodle.bloomington.k12.mn.us/course/view.php?id=2044 A parent or a student can go there to get missing work on any day of the term. 
Essential Outcomes:

Students will be able to 1) follow the writing process to write multi-paragraph essays in which they support their unique thesis statements with convincing examples that are organized by topic sentences; 2) read books independently during the year and develop reading skills of inquiry, inference, empathy, recall, explanation, interpretation, comparison, and evaluation; 3) develop ability to interpret and write poetry; 4) practice creative writing inspired by original texts; 5) present individual or group work to the class; 6) increase vocabulary through direct and indirect learning.  
Curriculum Overview:

TRIMESTER 1:

Independent reading assignment and test
Personal writing on topics of choice and topics (such as home, childhood, adolescence and family) found in short stories and the novel Annie John by Jamaica Kincaid.
Present creative or research work related to Annie John.
TRIMESTER 2:


The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini.


Character or theme analysis essay based on The Kite Runner
World poetry, literary terms, and creative writing.
TRIMESTER 3:  


Stories of oppression and resistance to oppression (fiction and non-fiction)
When My Name Was Keoko by Linda Sue Park 
Analysis essay on When My Name Was Keoko

Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi 

Creative writing:  realistic fiction.
Late Work:

I expect that all assignments will be done on time, completely and to the best of your ability.  If formative work is turned in late, the most a student can get on the assignment is a C.  Summative assignments that do not meet minimum expectations for the course will be revised in order to get credit.  Assignments that are turned in after the end of the unit will not be credited.
Retakes:

Students will have summative assessment retake opportunities available in order to better demonstrate their level of proficiency in a particular area of study.  The assessment tool used on the retake may be a different assessment than the original.  Students will have the opportunity to retake/revise summative assessments under these conditions:

1. All formative work must be completed.

2. This retake/revision cannot be done during class time.

3. Timeline for the completion of the retake/revision will be at my discretion.
4. Trimester final exams are ineligible for retake.  

Assessments and Grading Plan: 

Formative Assessments (Practice) = 20%
Major Writing Assignments, Tests, Quizzes, and Speeches = 80%

Opportunities for Extra Help: I am available in C227 for extra help before and after school.  You do not need to make an appointment.  Just drop in.  
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