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Course Purpose 
Debate is the organized clash of ideas.  Just as lawyers represent clients in trials, individuals 
represent ideas in debate.  Debate encourages each side to use evidence, reasoning, and 
persuasion to best represent their ideas.  Learning debate is a lot like learning a sport.  Once 
you know the basic rules, the best way to learn is by doing.  One would not learn to play 
baseball from a book.  Likewise, the best way to learn debate is by debating often.  This 
class, therefore is strongly based on performance through a variety of debate formats.  The 
skills of debate are valuable beyond the classroom.  They are the communication and 
analytical skills that colleges and employers value in their future students and employees. 
Our primary goal is to learn and practice these life skills. 
 
Course Content 
To earn credit, each student will need to develop the skills which will lead to successful 
completion of the Learning Targets and Common Assessments. 
 
Learning Targets 
 
Students will: 

1. Learn to organize and communicate ideas in both informal and formal debate 
settings. 

2. Use research tools, classify sources, and develop strategies for finding and 
recording information. 

3. Construct and present a coherent argument, summarizing and then refuting 
opposing positions, and citing persuasive evidence. 

4. Evaluate an argument and convey criticism in a respectful and supportive way. 
 
 
Debate Class and Debate Team 
You do not need to be on the debate team to be in the debate class.  You do not need to be in 
the debate class to be on the debate team.  Normally some members of the class are on the 
team and some are not.  This often raises some fairness questions about grades.  To 
maintain fairness, I do not grade non-team members in comparison with team members. 
Everyone in the class needs to demonstrate a strong level of performance of the skills listed 
above.  My standards are set at the level of achievement I expect from hard working 
students who do not have previous debate experience.  Students on the debate team may 
achieve beyond these standards, but this does not raise the standard for non-team 
members.  If you are interested in joining the Bloomington Debate Team, please 
contact the Debate Team Coach, Rick Halley (rhalley@isd271.org).  More details to 
come. 
 
Materials Required 
Each day, please bring at least 1 pencil or pen, 1 spiral notebook, 1 folder, 1 pack of index 
cards, and a fully charged Chromebook. 

mailto:rhalley@isd271.org


 
Contact Information 
Email is the best way to contact me: slyons@isd271.org 
 
If you need extra help, please request to be in my Academic Seminar.  There is a sign-up 
sheet on my classroom door.  I will try to pull everyone whose name is on my request list by 
Friday of the week prior to the Seminar date.  Additionally, students who need extra help 
are welcome to drop by after school.  Please let me know when you would like to come in 
and we’ll find a time that works for both of us. 
  
Course Calendar Access 

1. Classroom:  The daily agenda and weekly homework schedule will be posted on the 
board.  

2. Google Classroom:  We will be enrolling in Google Classroom during class time.  
3. HUB:  The Kennedy HUB will have a link to your course calendar, including due 

dates for assignments. 
4. Moodle:  We will regularly use our classroom Moodle page for activities, review, 

calendar functions and much more. 
*IMPORTANT NOTE:  Due dates may change, but you will receive ample notice. 

  
Grading Standards 
 A 94% C 74% 
 A- 90% C- 70% 
 B+ 87% D+ 67% 
 B 84% D 64% 
 B- 80% D- 60% 
 C+ 77% F below 60 
 
Policies 

● Formative Assessments are worth 20% of your grade.  This category includes class 
activities, daily assignments, evidence cards, research notes, quizzes, & informal 
debates.  Formative work will be accepted late, but with a 20% penalty.  A final 
deadline for all late work will be announced near the end of the trimester.  After the 
final formative deadline, no late formative work will be accepted.  Revisions or 
resubmissions of formative work will not be accepted for grading purposes.  

● Summative Assessments are worth 80% of your grade.  This category includes 
formal debate performance and preparation and persuasive speech writing.  Late 
Summative work will earn a 10% penalty.  Formal Debate scores are considered 
final and cannot be redone.  Summative writing assignments can be revised for an 
improved grade.   Please see me for the guidelines.  Kennedy’s cheating & plagiarism 
policy will apply to students in this course.  Summative writing will be submitted to 
www.turnitin.com for an originality check. 

http://www.turnitin.com/

