Kennedy High School
Course Syllabus


Class: __General Physics___________ Year: 2016-2017 ____ Teacher: _Mr. Pinski____________

Office Hours: 

I am normally available most days before school from about 7:15 to 7:45 and after school from 2:37 to 2:55.  I will try to inform students in advance about any days when I have meetings or conflicts with these times. 

JFK Attendance Policy

· Per TERM – A student who has accumulated four or more unexcused absences in a class will not earn credit for that class unless the student makes up the academic time.  Absences can be recovered after school on Tuesday in the media center or by appointment with your teacher.  

Course description & Essential Outcomes:

The content of this course includes mechanics, i.e. motion in two dimensions, vectors, Newton’s Laws, energy, electricity, magnetism, waves, and light.

The objective of this class is to gain an understanding of some of the basic principles of the physical world around us.  Students will also develop scientific investigative skills in the laboratory.
Major Assignments & Assessments: 

Each trimester will feature one major “Essential Standard”, which will be a summative assessment of concepts learned during the term:

1st Trimester:  Pendulum Project

2nd Trimester:  Electric Motor Project

3rd Trimester:  Research Project

Assessments and Grading Plan: 

Grades will be based on a percentage of the total points possible in a 13 week Trimester. Students earning points totaling 90% of the total points possible in the class will receive a grade of A- or above.  Those earning 80% of the total points possible in the class will receive grade of B- or above. Percentages of 70% and 60 % correspond to grade cut-off of C- and D- respectively.  These percentages may be changed slightly to benefit the student, but will not be raised higher than stated.  Point distribution in the class will be approximately as follows:

Chapter Tests 30%

Daily Work/ Quizzes 20%

Lab Activities/Quizzes 30%

Standard Project  10%

Final Assessment 10%

Missed assignments must be made up within two weeks of an excused absence either before or after school, or during academic seminar.  

Parent Communication: 

I can be reached by Voicemail at (952)681-5130, or by email at apinski@isd271.org.  Most parents and students find email more useful and effective, as I check it several times each day.

Student signature ___________________________________________  Date _____________

Parent or guardians signature _______________________________   Date _____________

