Kennedy High School
Course Syllabus


Class: __Physical Science 9___________ Year: 2018-2019_____ Teacher: _Mr. Pinski____________

Office Hours: 

I am normally available most days before school from about 7:15 to 7:45 and after school from 2:25 to 2:45.  I will try to inform students in advance about any days when I have meetings or conflicts with these times. 

Course description & Essential Outcomes:

Physical Science is a lab-centered study of measurement, scientific method and properties of matter. Students learn to apply fundamental inquiry skills; 2) appreciate the knowledge and processes of science; 3) understand the consequences and limitations of science; 4) appreciate personal and social relevance of science and technology in our society; and 5) apply manual skills in science activities. Students study and investigate energy transformation, force and motion, scientific inquiry, nature of matter, and earth science. Physical Science gives students the background knowledge and skills necessary for other high school science courses.

Major Assignments & Assessments: 

Each trimester will feature one major “Essential Standard”, which will be a summative assessment of concepts learned during the term:

1st Trimester:  Atom Building Project
2nd Trimester:  Alien Creature Project
3rd Trimester:  Engineering Project
Assessments and Grading Plan: 

Grades will be based on a percentage of the total points possible in a 13 week Trimester. Students earning points totaling 90% of the total points possible in the class will receive a grade of A- or above.  Those earning 80% of the total points possible in the class will receive grade of B- or above. Percentages of 70% and 60 % correspond to grade cut-off of C- and D- respectively.  These percentages may be changed slightly to benefit the student, but will not be raised higher than stated.  Point distribution in the class will be approximately as follows:

Chapter Tests 40%

Daily Work 20%

Lab Activities 20%

Standard Project  10%

Final Assessment 10%

Missed assignments must be made up within two weeks of an excused absence either before or after school, or during academic seminar.  Late work turned in before the unit test will be penalized 20%.  Late work turned in after the unit test will be penalized 50%.
Parent Communication: 

I can be reached by Voicemail at (952)681-5130, or by email at apinski@isd271.org .  Most parents and students find email more useful and effective, as I check it several times each day.
Student signature ___________________________________________  Date _____________

Parent or guardians signature _______________________________   Date _____________

