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Class: English 11:  American Literature  Date: 2019-20  Teacher: R. Hamer
Office Hours:   7:15-7:45 M-F;  2:37-2:57 M and T; 2:00-2:45 Th

Course description & Essential Outcomes:

Students in English 11 American Literature will explore the history and diversity of the people of the United States through notable plays, poems, short stories and novels.  Students will read literature in the context of the events and movements of the appropriate time periods.  Students will analyze the historical, cultural and social influences on these literary works.  
Furthermore, students will recognize universal themes in American literature and make relevant connections to what they read.  Literary selections, class discussions, and standards will help students draw conclusions about what it means to be an American and how the concept of the American dream applies to Americans throughout history. 
Students will continue to refine their writing and speaking abilities.  As in previous English classes, students are expected to use proper grammar, mechanics and conventions for standard written English. This class, however, will focus on developing the ability to analyze literary elements and to use appropriate voice for the topic and audience.
Required Materials:

Students must have a writing utensil, notebook, or folder with them each day.  (I suggest a three-ring-binder for organizational purposes.) Lastly, one pack of note cards should be obtained for 4th quarter.
Instructional Philosophy:     

Each student has the opportunity and the ability to achieve academic success.
Dates of Major Assignments & Assessments: 

The Literary Analysis paper will come near the end of Trimester One.  However, there will be many steps that must be done before the paper is turned in. 
Late Work:

Formative Assessments will be taken until the end of a unit with no penalty for being late.  Late Summative Assessments (papers/essays) will not be given the chance for revision.
Retakes:

Students will have summative assessment retake opportunities available in order to better demonstrate their level of proficiency in a particular area of study.  The assessment tool used on the retake may be a different assessment than the original.  Students will have the opportunity to retake/revise summative assessments under these conditions:

1. All formative work must be completed.

2. This retake/revision cannot be done during class time.

3. Timeline for the completion of the retake/revision needs to be within one week of getting the original score.

4. Students who have all formative work completed before the original summative assessment are eligible for an A (100%) on the retake/revision.   Students who do not have all formative work completed before the original summative assessment are eligible for a B- (80%) on the retake/revision.

5. Trimester final exams are ineligible for retake.   

Plagiarism:
Any use of plagiarism (use of someone’s work as your own) will result in receiving a zero on the assignment. Please see the school’s policy on plagiarism in the handbook.

Assessments and Grading Plan: 

Homework and Daily Work (Formative Assessments):  20%

Tests, Essays, and Speeches (Summative Assessments): 80%

	Letter Grade
	Corresponding Percentages

	A
	93-100

	A-
	90-93

	B+
	87-90

	B
	83-86

	B-
	80-82

	C+
	77-79

	C
	73-76

	C-
	70-72

	D+
	67-69

	D
	63-66

	D-
	60-62


Keeping in Contact: 
Parents and students alike are encouraged to sign up to receive reminder texts from me about homework, assignments due dates, and so forth. By simply texting the message @2k738k to 81010 you will be subscribed to receive such notifications from me (yes, the message does need the @ at the beginning of it). This program for pushing texts out to students and parents has a 140 character limit. Because of this, I only use it for quick notes about what's happening in the near term.
Infinite Campus, Moodle, & The Hub: 
Grades are always available on the IC website or app. On the Hub you can find a link to the calendar and Moodle.  Moodle has electronic copies of handouts, presentations, and homework.  If you require assistance signing up for these, please call 952-681-5009.

Opportunities for Extra Help: 

Homework help is available in the LMC Tuesdays and Thursdays rom 2:45-3:45.  Furthermore, I can arrive early or stay late for help, but make sure you make arrangements with me.
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