
Forensics Syllabus 
 
Instructor:  Mr. Dokken 
 
Office Hours:  M-F 7:15-7:50    Room 315 
 
 
 
 
Course Description 
 
The course covers a full semester and is intended to introduce students to the topics in both Forensics but 
also crime scene investigation. Students will demonstrate their knowledge both through written tests as 
well as an end of the term project. The project will incorporate all techniques acquired during that 
semester. Some of the topics covered include entomology, fingerprinting, impressions 
(teeth/weapons/tire), handwriting analysis, blood spatter analysis, casting, hair / fiber examination and 
others. 

 

Class Structure 

 
Class materials:  Please come to class prepared.  You will need to bring the following materials to class 
each day: 
 -pencil/pen, 3 ring binder (with 5 dividers), calculator, colored pencils, scissors 
 -You may also wish to have a ruler, highlighter, and glue available   
 
Attendance:  You should come to class each day.  If you are absent, you are responsible for determining 
what you have missed, getting make-up work, and getting missed notes.  See me right away if you missed 
class.  Unexcused tardiness will not be tolerated.  
 
Quizzes & Exams: Exams will be given periodically throughout the term and will include multiple choice, 
true/false, matching, and essay questions.   
 
Labs & Homework:  There will be homework and labs throughout the course.  I expect you to read each 
chapter that we cover in the book in addition to homework, labs and notes taken in class.  We will do as 
many labs as possible and you are expected to cooperate with your lab groups to get the best grades 
possible on lab work.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Grading Policy 
 
Grades for this class are determined on a straight percentage scale.  Therefore, your success is determined 
on individual abilities and participation.  There are no curves for any grades in this class.  As with most 
other classes, it is an 80/20 (test/homework) grading scale.   
 
 
Percentage Scale: 
 A – 90% and above 
 B – 80% 
 C – 70%  
 D – 60% (Do not drop below this!) 
 
LATE WORK POLICY:  I will accept late work up to the unit test for ½ credit. 
 
*Do not wait until the end of the term to turn in work…it will not help your grade. 
 
 
Course Expectations 
 
I have specific expectations of each of you while you are taking this class.  I expect the following: 
 
Respect for yourself and your quality of work for the semester.  I expect you to try your best and produce 
the best work you can.  You all start to class with an A and your job is to maintain that grade for the rest 
of the semester.  It won’t be easy but you are all capable of maintaining it! 
 
Respect for each person in the room.  This includes listening to others and remaining quiet while they 
are speaking or working.  When asking questions or asking for help during labs, please raise your hands.  
I will see your hand before I hear your voice and if I am helping someone else, I don’t want to be 
interrupted.  Your turn will come soon…be patient.  During labs, trust yourself to be able to figure things 
out and solve problems before asking for help. 
 
Respect the environment in which you are working.  This includes the place that you are in during class, 
whether inside or outside.  All organisms, materials, and equipment will be maintained and used 
appropriately.  Before you leave each day, ALL of your materials need to be put away and lab stations 
cleaned (depending on activity).  This includes garbage, papers, and anything else you have used in class. 
 
 
 
Closing Comments 
 
This course can be challenging and enjoyable!  It is important to stay on task and up to date.  If there are 
any things you are excited to learn about, let me know and maybe we will be able to spend a day on some 
of your favorite topics!  In order to be successful, I have a few suggestions:  (1) stay organized, (2) 
participate in class each day, (3) turn in your homework on time, and (4) ask questions when you need 
help.  I hope you enjoy the course! 
 

“He who never fell never climbed.” 
-Anonymous 


